
 

 

Welcome to Italy! 

Here are 4 little cultural tips to help you feel more at home. 

Whether you're planning to buy a house or simply exploring life in Italy, a few cultural insights can 
make your journey smoother (and more enjoyable). 

1. A real “buongiorno” opens real doors 

In Italy, greetings are not just formalities — they’re part of the social fabric. A 
warm “buongiorno” when you enter a shop, café or office shows respect and creates instant 
connection. Add a smile and a “grazie” — you’ll be surprised how far it takes you. 

2. Lunch is sacred 

Between 12.30pm and 2pm, life slows down — especially in smaller towns. Many shops close for 
the pausa pranzo, and locals take their time. Don’t see it as a gap in productivity — it’s part of the 
rhythm that makes Italian life so unique. 

3. Coffee is a connection tool 

A quick espresso at the bar isn't just a caffeine fix — it’s a social ritual. Italians often build trust 
over coffee. So if someone invites you for a caffè, say yes: it might be the start of a useful 
relationship. 

4. Ask a local — it works better than Google 

Need a plumber, a good restaurant, or help with paperwork? Don’t be afraid to ask your neighbour, 
your barista or the person at the corner shop. In Italy, word of mouth still beats online reviews — 
and people love to help. 

Would you like more personalised guidance? 
At Studio Bonelli Concierge, we help foreign buyers feel confident, informed and supported — 
before, during and after purchasing a home in Italy. 

Let’s make your Italian experience smooth, joyful and truly local. 
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